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Firefighters
& Fire Sprinkiers —
Partners in Progress

By Shane Ray

hanks to organizations like UL and NIST, we are better grasping how the modern
fire environment is changing. The modern contents in homes, apartments, high-rises
and high-risk occupancies has changed enough that fire sprinklers are essential to
increase escape times for occupants and buy time to allow the fire department to make a
rescue. Fortunately, fire protection systems continue to evolve, and as codes and standards
improve, so does the fire protection systems in the building.

The NFSA is committed to assisting and supporting our members—and, yes, that includes members of the fire service—in
improving fire and life safety at the local, state and national level. With your involvement, we can improve fire and life safety in a
proactive, not reactive, manner.

Let us work together to prevent another One Meridian Plaza, where 10 fire sprinklers and more than 300 firefighters finally
stopped a tragedy from being worse. Let us work together to ensure that we don’'t have another Station Nightclub fire, where 100
people died and more than 200 were injured. Let’s get active to ensure that new one- and two-family dwellings and manufactured
homes have fire sprinklers, smoke alarms and adequate fire department resources responding.

Where do we start? With advocacy and action.

With this in mind, in the following pages, we'll review how you can make a difference by working with advocates to share
important stories, by being actively involved in the codes and standards development process, and by joining the organizations that
are working every day to make a difference in this important fight.

— Shane Ray, President, National Fire Sprinkler Association

. From the NFSA
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HFSC: 20 Years of Fire Protection......................... A5
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NFFF: Lead the Charge A15

We must do everything possible to prevent
another One Meridian Plaza Fire—and fire
sprinklers are integral in that effort.

Used with permission of The Philadelphia Inquirer
©2016. Al rights reserved.
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Partners in Progress

By Vickie Pritchett

N

One family’s tragedy transitions
to advocacy and action

omentum. Momentum is a
great feeling to have when
your work and passion are

aligned, and your organization and cause
are moving forward. It's with a happy
heart that I report to you that your NFSA
is working hard everyday to build on the
momentum that we are feeling. It takes
partners to grow our momentum, and we
have some good ones on our team.

I'll never forget my first phone call
from Sher Grogg. The call came to me
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ADVOCATEN

in late summer, less than six

months since Sher’s tragedy,

and there was a strong con-

nection from the start. I listened in awe
as she shared the tragedy that had hap-
pened to her family and her words: “I
am ready to do something to share our
story so that others will not repeat it,
and everyone says you can help” Hum-
bled beyond words, and determined to
help, we quickly went to work to share
all that we know and arm her with facts,
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Sher Grogg being interviewed at the state
house in Annapolis, MD, on the one-year
anniversary of the tragic fire in which her
brother, sister-in-law and four nieces and
nephews were Killed. Fire Photo Courtesy of
ATF; Right Photo Courtesy of NFSA

statistics and solutions.
That was the beginning of Sher’s
story with Common Voices, and we are




From Our Partners:
Home Fire Sprinkler Goalition

20 Years of Fire Protection

Celebrating a milestone anniversary for the
Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition

ciation (NFSA) teamed up with the American Fire Sprinkler

Association (AFSA) and the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA), sowing the seeds of the Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition (HFSC),
which grew into the nation’s only nonprofit group solely focused on
home fire sprinkler education. As a founding member and officer of
the HFSC Board of Directors, NFSA is proud to celebrate the mile-
stone and look back over the coalition’s achievements.

“What we initiated as a small startup has evolved into a com-
prehensive educational group working very effectively in the U.S.
and Canada,” says NFSA President Shane Ray. “HFSC has become
known for its ability to collaborate with groups, agencies and indi-
viduals in a powerful effort to reduce home fire deaths and injuries.
We are honored that NFSA helped give HFSC its start, and we are
equally honored to continue supporting HFSC'’s important mission.”

HFSC has been successful in part because its board of directors
has retained the founders’ focus on education. “HFSC is uniquely cen-
tered on raising awareness, leaving code adoption efforts to others,”
Ray continues, noting NFSA is among those working to strengthen
home fire sprinkler codes. “This steadfast educational core gives
HFSC a great deal of credibility, especially with the fire service.”

Having that fire service trust has helped HFSC grow and improve
its efficiency over the years. “We make collaboration with fire depart-
ments a hallmark of our mission work and always have,” explains
Peg Paul, HFSC’s longtime communications manager. “Most depart-
ments don’t have the budgets to carry out effective home fire sprin-
kler education on their own. So HFSC created the BUILT FOR LIFE Fire
Department Program (BFLFD) to help boost fire service grassroots
sprinkler education.”

T wenty years ago this spring, the National Fire Sprinkler Asso-

FREE RESOURCES » EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT = NATIONAL RECOGNITION

It's Easy to Become a

BUILT FOR LIFE Fire Department

HFSC has the resources to help your
fire department make home fire
sprinkler education a focus of your
community outreach.

FIRE SPASILER Pagrey

Sign up today.
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HomeFireSprinkler.org/
residential-fire-sprinkler-programs
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The BUILT FOR LIFE Fire Department program offers departments ready-made content for their

fire prevention programs. Learn more at HomeFireSprinkler.org.

Home Fire Sprinkler

Protect What You Value Most”

BFLFD is free to fire departments and has attracted thousands of
them over the years. All over the United States and Canada, depart-
ments use HFSC’s materials and activities to learn about sprinklers
and to help their communities stay safer. “The beauty of BUILT FOR
LIFE is that it contains ready-made content that answers the ques-
tions of numerous audiences and battles back against myths,” Ray
says. “NFSA encourages fire departments to sign up for this great
program and use its quality materials.”

HFSC strives to respond to the evolving ways that people learn.
“We’ve always tried to stay ahead of the technology curve at HFSC,”
Paul says. “Our tight budget is best used when we inexpensively
create and disseminate useful content through the Internet. That
helps us reach more people with the information they want and
need. With a greater emphasis on digital communications today we
are doing much more with less.”

HFSC offers a wide range of educational tools and materials on
its website and on YouTube. HFSC recently invested in an Internet
upgrade to ensure that this comprehensive content can be navi-
gated more easily and readily downloaded by computer, smartphone
or tablet. HFSC makes hard copies of some materials available to
fire departments at no charge.

“Having a seat at HFSC’s table has been a true privilege for me
personally and for NFSA collectively,” Ray
concludes. “HFSC has done a lot over 20
years, but we can do even more. As we cel-
ebrate 20 years of success, we encourage
the fire service and others to consider mak-
ing a donation to HFSC to help the Coalition
go another 20 years and then some.”

Visit HFSC at HomeFireSprinkler.org. Make
a tax-deductible donation to HFSC at home
firesprinkler.org/donate-now.

Follow HFSC on social media:

‘__5 K facebook.com/HFSCorg
@HFSCorg

[ pinterest.com/hfsc/

3 Join the discussion
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Since the acecident, | have been waking
at 3 am. in dread that it is too late,
and | cannot save my brother, my

family. It is too late.

happy to share that we are well on our
way to welcoming Sher into our group
of advocates. Her new PSA helps view-
ers realize that fire is fast, and we are
honored to add her to our family. There
is much to learn, and I am honored to
share Sher’s experience with you here.

Sher’s story

On Jan. 19, 2015, an electrical fire
that spread to a 15-foot Christmas
tree prompted a blaze that reduced a
16,000-square-foot, unsprinklered man-
sion in Maryland to ruins, killing a couple
and four of their young grandchildren.
Sher Grogg’s brother and sister-in-law,
along with her four nieces and nephews,
were the victims of that fatal fire.

Exactly one year later, Sher had
turned this tragedy into advocacy, as
she spent the day in Annapolis, help-
ing Maryland legislators understand the
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importance of fire sprinklers in homes.
She explains with great candor that her
brother and his family would still be alive
had fire sprinklers been installed when
the home was constructed in 2007.

This example is a great one that
shows what can happen when we
work together. The NFSA is proud to
be involved in building partnerships
that have impact at the state and local
level. Partnering with Common Voices,
the NFFF and the Maryland Coalition
for Residential Fire Sprinklers, we are
working to ensure that Maryland main-
tains its statewide code adoption that
requires fire sprinklers in all new con-
struction, as is required in the national
minimum IRC building code.

The following letter from Sher
Grogg is eye-opening and shows the
power of one person getting involved to
make a difference.

“Having a horrific tragedy befall your

family changes your life in a profound
way. I lost my brother, my sister-in-law,
and their four precious grandchildren,
in a fire that was too hot and too fast to
escape, in the pre-dawn hours of a Janu-
ary morning.

Since the accident, I have been wak-
ing at 3 a.m. in dread that it is too late,
and I cannot save my brother, my family.

It is too late. Every night I come to
grips with that over and over again—
EVERY night, still ....

At first I searched the Internet, in the
wee hours of the morning, to learn more
about fire, flashover and fire safety advo-
cacy groups—anything to feel I was doing
something constructive.

Since then I have met with many
fire experts and gained the guidance and
power to share information that may save
a life, keep another family from this suf-
fering, or affect a change in residential fire
sprinkler codes.

It is the only thing that gives me a
sense of purpose in my whole life right now.

Fire is fast. Its much faster than I
ever imagined. Flashover—the point at
which everything combustible in the room
ignites and the room bursts into flames—
can happen in less than three minutes.



Gommon Voices advocates with NFSA board
members and representatives from national
allied organizations in front of the Capitol—
time spent advocating for fire sprinklers.
Photo Courtesy of John M. Buckman Il

No one survives flashover. Understanding
flashover has helped me realize that fire
sprinklers buy time, and time buys life.

The one thing that might have made
a difference for my family could have
been a home fire sprinkler system, which
would have slowed the progress of the
fire and possibly bought them time to
get the children and follow their escape
plan. It wasn't in the residential building
code when they built their home, but it
might have changed the outcome from
this deadly nightmare.

Ididn’t have the knowledge to save my
priceless family, but I have it now, to save
yours. Join with us and spread the message
and support home fire sprinkler systems.”

— Sher

We appreciate Sher’s willingness to
share her powerful story to underscore
the importance of fire sprinklers and,
ultimately, save lives. [ |

Vickie Pritchett is the director of Outreach
& Government Relations for the NFSA.

From Our Partners:
Gommon Voices
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Christmas Tree Safety

Too many times each year,
this scene ends in tragedy

his holiday season, many homes will display festive Christmas trees. And while
T Christmas trees are meant to elicit joy and merriment, they can also spark dan-
gerous and deadly home fires.

It is important that fire departments play an active role in educating their communi-
ties about proper Christmas tree safety to reduce the number of fires to which they must
respond, thereby keeping their citizens—and themselves—out of harm’s way. The key
messages: Home fire sprinklers increase safety and provide time for escape, and all
homeowners should think about installing a fire sprinkler system.

The following are additional Christmas tree safety tips that fire personnel should share
with homeowners in their communities:

e Consider an artificial tree this season. They’re less flammable than live trees and
don’t require watering.

e |f you get a live tree, make sure it's fresh. Needles should be green and springy to
the touch.

¢ Cut 1 to 2 inches off the bottom of the trunk before placing the tree in the stand. A
fresh cut allows the tree to absorb the water. Place the tree in water right away.

¢ Fill the tree stand with water every day.

o Make sure the tree is at least 3 feet away from any heat source, like floor vents, fire-
places, radiators, candles and lamps.

e Make sure your tree is not blocking an exit.

e Always turn off the tree lights or unplug them before going to bed or leaving your home.

e Use lights that are approved by a national testing organization, like UL.

¢ Replace lights that have worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections.

e Follow manufacturer’s instructions for the number of light strands you can safely con-
nect. Make sure you are using the right lights for indoors or outdoors.

* Remove your tree immediately after the holidays, even if you don’t think it’s dry.

¢ Put working smoke alarms on every level of your home, especially inside and outside
the sleeping areas.

¢ Remember to test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your fire escape plan.

e Practice your home fire escape plan regularly.

For more information about fire safety, visit Common Voices at FireAdvocates.org.
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By Jeffrey M. Hugo

hat do you know about the
codes and standards that
you enforce? These codes

and standards are developed by code
officials, members of the fire service
and industry stakeholders who want
to make our communities safer and
adapt to a changing world. The men
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Gelling Involved In
Codes & Sandards

It will save lives—perhaps your own!

and women who develop codes and
standards are not a niche of the fire or
building industry; they are like you—
committed to life safety.

In-person to online

Code development is not what it used to
be. There are still long hours and long

: N 'ﬁ}':':l:r_j:l:."’.
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discussions, but today’s code hearings
do not force on you a book that requires
out-of-state travel and a backlog of
inspections and plan reviews when you
return. No, today’s codes—such as the
International Fire Code (IFC), Interna-
tional Building Code (IBC) and Inter-
national Residential Code (IRC)—are
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at a hearing. If you mailed or faxed a
proposal to change the code and you
could not get the chief or department
head to sign off on your $2,000-plus
out-of-state travel request, then your
proposal was without a voice. Sev-

eral months later, you would have to

search through pages and pages of

hearing results to find the result of

your idea.

Today, the same proposal can
be collaborated beforehand through
interested parties, such as ICC’s Fire
Code Action Committee (FCAC),
the Building Code Action Commit-
tee (BCAC) or the local Regional o8t e Vol
Work Groups, which are arranged it e uere ey - :t:':,_“:‘:_'*:_v
in four geographical regions in the g ey
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There are parts of the code development
process that are still done in person, and
code officials attending these code hearings
is crucial. Photo Courtesy NFSA

determined by you, and whats better
is that its all through a simple online
vote. Is your vote being counted? If not,
you’re missing out on the opportunity to
have your voice heard.

The code development process in
this country started more than 120 years
ago by forming industries into asso-
ciations to create health, safety and life
safety codes. That process made a model
that lasted until today’s digital age. Now,
the International Code Council (ICC)
and the National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (NFPA) are moving much of the
code development process online.

In years past, for someone to have a
say on what goes into building and fire

lic participation forum available
through ICC’s ¢cdpACCESS web-
site (https://cdpaccess.com).

Code hearings are broadcast online
live and results are heard immediately.
Never before has code collaboration and
participation been at this level.

-
s o e

Today, codes can be voted on through
a public participation forum available
through ICC’s cdpACCESS website,
https://cdpaccess.com.

Your vote unites with thousands
of other fire marshals, inspectors,
chiefs and code officials.

It matters!

Code development today depends
on you, no matter what rank you are
or what part of the country you work
and live in. The future of the codes you
enforce are voted on by you, online.
There are parts of the code develop-
ment process that are still done in per-
son, and code officials attending these
code hearings is crucial. It is important
for international codes to get as much
geographical and diverse input from all
aspects of construction, enforcement
and industry. Your involvement makes
a big difference on how codes and
standards will be written, and it will
ultimately have a significant impact on
your community.

You may still be thinking, what does
it matter? How could my support for
residential sprinklers, fire department
access, radio coverage or other issues
matter? It matters because your vote
unites with thousands of other fire mar-
shals, inspectors, chiefs and code officials
from across the country and world who
have the same passion and dedication.

Remember the oath you took to
serve your communities or that com-
mitment you have to life safety? It
extends to writing good codes, too. Get
involved in the codes and standards
development process today! |

Jeffrey M. Hugo, CBO, is the manager of
codes for the NFSA.
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The NFSA is calling on all firefighters

to accept the challenge to promote fire
sprinklers and include them in your
community fire protection plan, whether

=y through planning and zoning, or code

adoption. We hope you'll connect the = o
. dots with how fire sprinklers are part of .".5 :
keeping firefighters and citizens safe. K

Making the connection between the o il |
latest fire research and the technology /& ¢
that exists to provide what we declare nig
is “fastest water” takes proactive ¥
leadership. Visit ULfirefightersafety.com w"'l
for online classes that educate you

on the latest fire research. We believe ™
that we all have a role to play in this i
process, and we applaud you for all that

you give in service to our communities,

states and nation on a daily basis. -

Remember, Team NFSA
is here to help you!

NFESA

NATIONAI. FIRE SPRINKLER ASSOCIATION

www.nfsa.org

#fastestwater
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l-t‘- NATIONAL FIRE SPRINKLER ASSOCIATION
The Voice of the Fire Sprinkler Industry

Membership helps you be proactive in life safety

he National Fire Sprinkler Asso-

ciation (NFSA), founded in

1905, is proud to support mem-
bers who have championed our mis-
sion of “protecting lives and property
through the widespread acceptance of
the fire sprinkler concept” for more than
110 years. Our members form a strong
coalition of the fire sprinkler industry
as well as fire and life safety advocates
who have come to depend on NFSA for
networking, training, education, best
practices, industry news and informa-
tion, and for an unparalleled dedication
to our mission.

Membership in NFSA benefits you
in every state across the country as
your communities change and evolve
in regards to fire protection. The NFSA
has a representative ready to assist you
wherever you are and whatever the issue
related to fire sprinklers. Do you have an
extremely large warehouse being built
in the community or are you building a
fire station or new house? Reach out to
us, and we will be glad to provide infor-
mation and assist with technical support
for fire sprinklers.

NFSA departments

There are several NFSA departments, all
intended to help you.

Engineering

NFSAs Engineering Department is one
of the most respected teams of pro-
fessionals in the industry. The NFSA
engineering staft is unmatched in per-
sonnel and ability in its services to the
fire sprinkler industry. The NFSA is
internationally known and widely rec-
ognized as the preeminent spokesper-
son on technical issues for the sprinkler
industry. The Engineering Department
coordinates the NFSA representation on
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the committees that write the standards
and codes that affect the fire sprinkler
industry. The members of the depart-
ment assist members in the application
of these codes to specific situations, and
provide training and education to keep
everyone in the industry familiar with
the most recent changes to these codes
and standards. Members of the Engi-
neering Department also coordinate
research to further the understanding
of the design and installation of water-
based fire protection systems.

Field Operations

The NFSAs “Boots on the Ground,” our
nationwide network of Field Operations
personnel are focused on serving you as
members. This is our group of profes-
sionals, from sales executives to former
fire officials, who are committed to serv-
ing local fire and building officials, fire
sprinkler contractors, manufacturers,
suppliers, engineers, designers, govern-
ment officials and citizens. Field Opera-
tions personnel are your local connec-
tion to national resources, and they are
prepared to assist you in regards to fire
sprinkler issues.

Labor Relations

The NFSA has multi-employer collec-
tive bargaining relationships with 16
local unions across the country. The
Labor Relations/Legal Staff serve as
chief spokespeople for hundreds of
fire protection employers nationwide,
collaborating with various local and
national committees to negotiate all of
NEFSAs labor contracts.

Membership

The NFSA has represented the fire
sprinkler industry for more than 110
years. NFSA members include contrac-

tors, suppliers, engineers, architects and
authorities having jurisdiction (AHJs).
This department stands at the ready to
help our members derive the most value
out of their membership.

Outreach & Government

The Outreach and Government Relations
Department serves as the primary liaison
to fire and public policy organizations.
One or more members of the department
serve as representatives for the NFSA to
the Congressional Fire Services Institute,
National Advisory Council, Home Fire
Sprinkler Coalition Steering Commiittee,
Board of Trustees of the Phoenix Society,
and the Fire & Life Safety Section Board
of the IAFC. All member and non-mem-
ber communications are handled by the
department, including social media, SQ
(our award-winning member magazine),
e-communications, press releases and
Association announcements.

Public Fire Protection

The Public Fire Protection Department
helps NFSA achieve its goals by assisting
AH]Js, building owners and other stake-
holders in understanding the value of
fire sprinklers nationwide. Inspection,
Testing and Maintenance (ITM) train-
ing is available.

Training ¢ Education

Nobody does training like NFSA! Train-
ing and education requires the blended
talents of many other NFSA staff mem-
bers. In this blending, the NFSA is the
premier resource for training and edu-
cation in the fire sprinkler industry. No
other organization provides as many
training opportunities in as many sub-
jects in various formats taught by well-
known sprinkler industry leaders. Train-
ing is done on a worldwide basis and is



available in class, online or on site. Qur
Training and Education Department
is internationally known for working
with individual companies and organi-
zations to deliver custom training pro-
grams that fit specific needs or wants.
We are especially excited about our new
blended learning format, which com-
bines online and real class time.

Member benefits

Following are just some of the benefits
available to our members.

NFSAs Expert of the Day program
handles more than 2,000 requests
each year, providing technical assis-
tance that saves members money,
often enough to pay for a year’s dues.

NFSA members save on training and
education programs, both online and
in the classroom. Our training curric-
ulum sets the technical and enforce-
ment benchmark for the nation.

NESA provides its members with
the opportunity to represent the
fire sprinkler industry on important
code- and standards-making com-
mittees and NFSA committees.

NESAS extensive chapter network pro-
vides members with nationwide peer
networking opportunities.

« NFSA maintains a presence on Capitol
Hill where relationships are built with
national, state and local fire protection
organizations to move public fire pro-
tection legislation.

NESA members save money on valu-
able resource center publications.
NESA’s NFPA 25 inspection forms are
the industry standard.

SQ Magazine, published six times a
year, is the NFSA’ four-color magazine
that’s packed with articles, opinions and
information from the leading experts in
the industry.

From Our Partners:

The National Fire Protection Association

Turning Anger into Activism

NFPA gives safety advocates an
outlet to combat home fire deaths

By Fred Durso, Jr.

ire Chief Rick Ennis was moved by
Fthe 2015 death of a 2-year-old girl in

a fast-moving home fire. Had the new
home been built with requirements found in
all U.S. model building codes, it should have
included fire sprinklers. The home, though,
was built in New York, which doesn’t require
this technology in new homes. In fact, the
state’s building code council chose not to
include this model building code require-
ment when it updated its state building
code. Knowing this tragedy might have
been prevented, Ennis couldn’t keep quiet.

breaking research and online resources, the
campaign has led to a growing grassroots
movement supporting this technology.

Close to 30 states have formed a state
sprinkler coalition, linking the fire service
with local safety advocates. Their aim is to
educate the public on home fire sprinklers
and advocate for sprinkler requirements on
the legislative or code-making level. These
tactics are working. The Connecticut Fire
Sprinkler Coalition, for instance, recently
organized an effective summit for officials
overseeing the state’s water resources and

FIRE SPRINKLER INITIATIVE

\
w ' Bringing Safety Home

NFPA -

“Why, in 2015, does a fire like this take
a life in a newly built, single-family home?”
Ennis wrote in a commentary for the
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA),
published last year. “I am not suggesting
that reevaluating our perspective on fire
sprinklers is the only way to improve fire
suppression, firefighter safety, and service
delivery, but | will not back off that it would
be an improvement to all of these critical
areas of the fire service.” Ennis now chairs
the Missouri Fire Sprinkler Coalition, which
aims to bolster the local acceptance of
home fire sprinklers in new homes.

Mirroring Ennis’s annoyance of the sta-
tus quo is an army of advocates unifying
its effort for safer homes. Fueled by the
facts—particularly that nearly 3,000 annual
fire deaths, or 80 percent of all U.S. fire
deaths, happen at home—they are trans-
forming their anger over senseless trag-
edies into action. Giving them this outlet is
the NFPA’s Fire Sprinkler Initiative, an advo-
cacy campaign aimed at increasing the use
of home fire sprinklers via the adoption of
sprinkler requirements in new construction.
Through on-the-ground support, ground-

building officials to dispel popular myths on
fire sprinkler operation. Following a similar
event by the Massachusetts Fire Sprinkler
Coalition, the state’s Building Commission-
ers and Inspectors Association openly sup-
ported home fire sprinklers on the legisla-
tive and regulatory fronts.

“The fire service has long been the
strongest advocates for fire safety and are
the driving force behind these grassroots
efforts to bring fire sprinklers to the final
frontier—homes,” says Lorraine Carli,
NFPA’s vice president of Qutreach and
Advocacy. “In order to continue the move-
ment, we need more of the fire service to
embrace home fire sprinklers as the key to
keeping their communities and their fellow
firefighters safer from fire.”

Help eliminate North America’s home
fire problem by taking action in support
of home fire sprinklers. Visit FireSprinkler
Initiative.org to join or start a state coalition
and lend your voice to the cause.

Fred Durso, Jr., is communications man-
ager for NEPA’s Fire Sprinkler Initiative.
Follow him on Twitter @FredDurso]r.
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Partners in Progress

TechNotes, published on Tuesdays
when there is no live technical online
NEFSAs
that keeps members up to date on the

seminar, is the newsletter
changes and proposed changes to the
fire sprinkler codes and standards, as
well as rapidly developing fire protec-
tion technology.

There are special NFSA member dis-
counts offered with Budget Car Rental,
Single Source, Wyndham, Partnership
and more!

NFSA chapters/affiliates

NESA chapters provide members with
a means to network within the indus-
try and to unite as a single voice on
local issues of common interest. These
chapters are comprised of member
contractors, suppliers, manufacturers,
architects, engineers and AHJs who
are committed to working together to
improve local acceptance of the fire
sprinkler concept.

Chapters

e Arizona

« Boston

« Capital Region Fire Sprinkler
Association

« Columbia-Willamette, OR

» Connecticut

« Empire Chapter, NY

« Florida Fire Sprinkler Association

« Ilinois

« Los Angeles

» Minnesota

» New Jersey

« North Texas

« Pennsylvania/New Jersey/Delaware

« Puget Sound, WA

« San Francisco Bay Area

« Tennessee

» Western Pennsylvania

» Wisconsin

Affiliates

« Fire Sprinkler Advisory Board of
Puget Sound

« Northern Illinois Fire Sprinkler
Advisory Board

« St. Louis Fire Sprinkler Alliance

Member categories

Ready to join? NFSA has several mem-
ber categories. Finding the right one for
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you is easy! Following is a list and short
explanation of each member category.

Subscriber

Subscriber membership is available to
the fire service and code officials. This
category of membership is for AH]Js and
other interested parties, such as insur-
ance loss control managers, provided
they are not eligible for any other cat-
egory of membership. This is an indi-
vidual membership. A company that
installs or inspects is NOT eligible for
this category of membership. The NFSA
is offering a free six-month membership
to all Subscriber members. Visit nfsa.
org and look for the Firehouse Magazine
cover to sign up.

Professional

Professional membership was created
for architects, engineers and other pro-
fessionals. It is intended for people who
are self-employed or members of small
firms. This is an individual membership.
A company that installs or inspects is not
eligible for this category of membership.

Contractor
Contractor membership is open to
any firm or corporation that installs,

The Engineering Department coordinates the
NFSA representation on the committees that
write the standards and codes that affect the
fire sprinkler industry.

inspects or repairs fire sprinkler sys-
tems in the United States. If any of
these criteria are done by your com-
pany, you MUST join as a contractor.
You are not eligible for any other cat-
egory of membership. This is a com-
pany membership; any employee of
the company is eligible for the mem-
ber benefits. There are three options:

« Open shop

« Union locals 669, 692 & 699

« All other union locals

Supplier & Manufacturer (SAM)
SAM membership is open to any firm
that sells or distributes materials or
services whose end use is intended for
inclusion in fire sprinkler systems but is
not eligible for membership as a Sprin-
kler Manufacturer or Contractor. This is
a company membership; any employee
of the company is eligible for the mem-
ber benefits.

Learn more

Join at nfsa.org. For more information,
contact membership@nfsa.org. ||

Shane Ray is the president of the NFSA and
a lifetime member of the Pleasant View, TN,
Volunteer Fire Department.



From Our Partners:
National Fallen Firefighters Foundation

Lead the Gharge

Mandatory sprinklers means fewer deaths,
not fewer fires

By Ron Siarnicki

als trapped because there weren’t working smoke alarms or

sprinklers. Or a fire has spread from one home or building to
another, causing hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of dollars in
lost property because the only working sprinklers were outside to
keep the lawn green.

And it’s not just the occupants who are in jeop-
ardy; the firefighters arriving to help are also in
harm’s way. But incidents like these don’t need
to happen. E’

Few people—including lawmakers, the ’E
public and those opposed to mandating Z
sprinklers in new construction—understand
the devastation fire can cause in a matter of
minutes. The fire service has known for decades
that sprinklers are the best way to keep the public
and firefighters safe from fire. It’s an undeniable fact.
Proof comes from jurisdictions that have long required sprin-
klers in all new construction. Yet the people who lobby against
sprinklers deny that’s the case. They tell the public and politicians
that there is no such proof and falsely claim sprinklers do more
harm than good.

The fire service must lead the charge in educating the public,
policymakers and the media about sprinklers. Two of the Fire-
fighter Life Safety Initiatives (FLSI) clearly express this:

Initiative #14—Public education must receive more resources
and be championed as a critical fire and life safety program.

Initiative #15—Advocacy must be strengthened for the enforce-
ment of codes and the installation of home fire sprinklers.

Last year, the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation (NFFF)
brought together fire service leaders and fire safety advocates
to look for new ways to reach the public and politicians about
the realities of fire. The goal for Leading and Living Life Safety
Lessons Learned was to make FLSI #15 a greater priority and
develop a blueprint for addressing the issue on the local, state
and national levels.

Maryland State Fire Marshal Brian Geraci emphasized educa-
tion as critical for helping local and state politicians, developers,
builders and the public understand why sprinklers are imperative.
Geraci believes that hosting side-by-side burns to demonstrate
how quickly fire spreads and how drastically fire dynamics have
changed in modern homes is one of the most effective methods to
reach all audiences.

Many opposed to sprinklers claim they’re an unreasonable
expense. But the average installation cost currently is $1.44 per
square foot. For a 2,500-square-foot house, that’s a one-time cost

E very day, firefighters arrive at house fires to find individu-
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of $3,600. Many cosmetic upgrades, such as kitchen cabinets and
countertops, cost far more. In all likelihood, those features will be
replaced within a few years to follow the latest trends as seen on
popular home improvement shows or in magazines. A sprinkler
system is meant to remain in place.
Geraci suggested talking with real estate apprais-
ers about offering credit for new homeowners who
& install sprinklers. Since homeowners get credit for
"E" upgraded countertops, baths and cabinets—which
o are purely cosmetic—why not sprinklers?

g We also have internal issues with firefighters

=~ who fear that sprinklers will put them out of a

& job. Let’s consider one city: Since 1985, Scotts-

® dale, AZ, has required sprinklers in all new con-

‘.de‘ struction. Currently, more than 90 percent of all fires

in the city are controlled by one or two sprinkler heads.

This means more people escape, fewer firefighters are
injured, and property loss has been reduced by nearly one-third.

Scottsdale firefighters have not lost their jobs. According to
Jim Ford, fire marshal of Scottsdale, the number of firefighters
has nearly tripled over the past 25 years. He pointed out that
because firefighters are now battling all kinds of hazards—not
just structure fires—most departments are still responding to the
same number of calls. Fortunately, the property loss has decreased
thanks to the effectiveness of sprinklers.

We have the facts,
the experience and,
hopefully, the trust of
the community on our
side. If we aren’t con-
sistently strong advo-
cates for residential
sprinklers, we fail in
our lifesaving mis-
sion as firefighters.
We know better than
anyone that manda-
tory residential sprin-
klers mean fewer
deadly fires. It’s our
job to make sure the
public knows the
truth as well.

E.I:ZRDINEJ AND LIVING
LESSONS LEARNED

LIFE SAFETY
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Ron Siarnicki is the executive director of the National Fallen Fire-
fighters Foundation.
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YOU.are the ‘%?ce of the

zzle that

r_e"_ missing!

TIMETO JOIN
TEAM NFSA!

Team NFSA is challenging the status quo, making a
difference to our Contractor, Supplier, Manufacturer,
Professional and Subscriber Members and committed
to providing top notch service.

SAM

SUPPLIERS & Following are examples of the outstanding benefits
MANUFACTURERS you’ll receive when you join our team:

B NFSA’s Expert of the Day program provides
technical assistance that saves members money,
often enough to pay for a year’s dues.

B NFSA’s Field Operations Team advances local
causes such as commercial and residential market
protection and development, high-rise retrofit and
inspection, testing and maintenance enforcement.
We are the connection for AHJ’s and Contractors.

% B NESA members save on our training and education

SUB & PRO

SUBSCRIBERS AND
PROFESSIONALS

programs that set the technical and enforcement
The Voieof the ire Spiler sy benchmark for the nation.

B NFSA provides its members with the opportunity
to represent the fire sprinkler industry on important
local, state and national code and standards making
committees and NFSA committees.

B NESA’s extensive Chapter network provides
members with nationwide peer networking
opportunities.

B NFSA maintains a presence on Capitol Hill where
relationships are built with national, state and local
fire protection organizations to move public fire
protection legislation and much, much more

Support the Association
that Supports You!

Join today at www.nfsa.org

W @NFSAorg
Nat Firesprinkler
{1i] National Fire Sprinkler Association

Request information at Firehouse.com e-inquiry
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