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2021
Firehouse is pleased to announce the honorees in the  

2021 Firehouse Magazine Valor Awards. The honorees displayed  
great bravery in the face of dangerous conditions.

T      he Michael O. McNamee Award of Valor reflects a larger 
mission about what it means to be brave in the face of 
danger, as the award is named after Worcester, MA, 
Fire Department District Chief (Ret.) Mike McNamee, 

who displayed great courage at the Worcester Cold Storage 
Warehouse Fire in December 1999, when he made the bold 
decision to stop additional Worcester firefighters from entering 
the building when there already were six lost inside.

VALOR & COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS

Valor & Community Service Awards

We would like to thank the following people for their 
assistance in selecting this year’s recipients:

Frank Becerra, firefighter (Ret.), Fort Worth, TX, Fire Department
Michael O. McNamee, district chief (Ret.), Worcester, MA, Fire Department
Russell Merrick, deputy chief (Ret.), Rochester, NY, Fire Department
Ryan Pennington, captain, Charleston, WV, Fire Department
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1st Darren J. Harsch, FDNY—Queens
Squad 270 responded to a commercial building fire at about 2:15 a.m. on 
April 3, 2021, in the St. Albans neighborhood of Queens. Crews found 
fire conditions in three businesses in a taxpayer building. Squad 270’s 
crew split up, with Firefighter Darren J. Harsch as the irons position 
teaming up with Engine 311 as they stretched a hoseline to the building. 

Inside, while Engine 311 put water on the fire and Harsch prepared 
to conduct search operations, a 15 x 20-foot section of roof collapsed 
on the engine crew. Harsch and Squad 270 Firefighter Paul Jennings 
were blown down by the force of the smoke. The two gathered them-
selves and gained access to the interior collapse area, where maydays 
were being called. 

Harsch and Jennings quickly rescued the nozzle and backup fire-
fighters, who told them that the officer was missing. Harsch and 
Jennings then followed the partially buried hoseline to the nozzle, 
which Jennings used to apply water to the fire.

Harsch searched the burning debris in blinding smoke. He heard 
a faint PASS alarm sounding. He used the sound to locate the general 
area of the trapped officer. He called for additional crews and resources 
that were needed to remove the collapse debris.

To determine the exact location of the downed officer, Harsch used reciprocating saws to make a series of cuts in 
the roofing material, by which he exposed the officer’s legs through a 2 x 2-foot hole. Harsch was able to determine the 
next steps to rescue the officer as he began moving the officer’s legs. Crews were unsure of the officer’s condition or 
injuries as they expedited search efforts.

Harsch continued to use the saws to make small but decisive cuts to remove roof materials as others moved the debris 
away from the collapse site. 

Once the hole was big enough, Rescue 4’s crew used a battery-powered extrication tool to lift a section of the roof 
that trapped the officer’s head and chest. Fortunately, they found that he still was on air as they began to evaluate him. 

A Stokes basket was brought in, and firefighters packaged the officer, who was taken to the hospital with injuries, 
including burns. 

Grand Prize Winner

DARREN J. HARSCH

2nd Lt. Keith D. Larsen, FDNY—Brooklyn
On May 14, 2021, as Ladder 149 headed to a different fire station to exchange SCBA bottles, 
they were dispatched to a reported fire in a six-story multifamily dwelling. They arrived at 
the same time as Ladder 122, and Ladder 149 took the role of the first-due ladder company.

Led by Lt. Keith D. Larsen, Firefighters Dominic DiBiase and Ricky DalCortivo used 
the courtyard of the building to access the D-wing of the building. They witnessed fire 
lapping up the exterior of the building, which threatened to auto expose the upper 
floors. Inside, they found blinding smoke conditions. 

The crew began to force entry into one of two units that were affected by the fire when 
Larsen found the adjoining unit’s door slightly open. As he tried to enter the unit, he was 
driven back by fire and intense heat conditions. Inside of the unit, he heard coughing.

Without a hoseline in place, Larsen crawled into the apartment, where he located 
a disoriented woman, and he removed her to the hallway, where he closed the door to 
the fire apartment. The woman told him that a “large” person still was trapped inside of 
the apartment. Larsen ordered DiBiase and DalCortivo to remove the woman who he rescued from the fire apartment.

Larsen re-entered the unit, with fire conditions engulfing the other end of the unit and no hoseline in place. He 
crawled for 20 feet under punishing conditions until he found the victim. He radioed that he found another victim 
and began dragging her toward the front door as fire conditions neared. DiBiase and DalCortivo returned and helped 
Larsen to bring the woman from the unit to EMS crews.

KEITH D. LARSEN
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4th Robert N. Rivera, FDNY—Bronx
FDNY Ladder 41 was returning from a run when they were dispatched to a fire in an apartment building just 
before 11 a.m. on Jan. 12, 2021. They arrived long before other units and found heavy smoke coming from mul-
tiple windows of a seven-story multifamily dwelling. One person was hanging from a fourth-floor window. 

Lt. Patrick Twomey, Firefighter Peter Quinn, who was assigned to the irons position, and Firefighter Robert 
N. Rivera, who was assigned to the can position, climbed to the fourth floor, where they encountered heavy 
smoke conditions in the public hallway. It was determined that the door to the unit was left open as the fire grew.

Donning their SCBA facepieces, the team crawled 25 feet to find heavy fire inside of the apartment with the 
assistance of a thermal imaging camera. They closed the door as they called in the location of the fire and devised 
a plan for rescue. Twomey and Quinn entered the apartment, leaving Rivera to control the door. The two retreated 
to the hallway quickly because of intense heat and punishing conditions inside of the apartment. As they exited 

the unit, fire was rolling out along the ceiling. They heard screaming from the apartment. Twomey ordered Rivera to use the 2½-gallon 
water extinguisher to cool the ceiling as Twomey and Quinn crawled past heavy fire conditions toward the screaming. Quinn and another 
firefighter rescued a victim and carried the individual back past the fire as Twomey and Rivera heard additional frantic screams for help.

With his extinguisher empty, Rivera crawled past the growing fire conditions and searched a bedroom. He located an unconscious child 
who was on the floor. Rivera used his body to shield the child from the blistering heat and carried the child four stories down to EMS crews.

5th Cody F. Gordon, Port Huron, MI, Fire Department
On Nov. 30, 2021, Port Huron firefighters were dispatched for a report of a passenger vehicle that had entered 
the Black River upstream of the 10th Street Bridge, with multiple trapped occupants. When Engine Co. 1 and 
Chief 2 arrived, bystanders said that an SUV had lost control and entered the river. Witnesses said one adult 
and three children still were inside of the vehicle, which was 60 feet from shore in about 15 feet of water. With 
the day’s last light fading, the water was at 43 degrees F and provided near-zero visibility conditions. Crews 
said the taillights of the vehicle barely were visible on arrival and disappeared as rescue efforts took place.

Firefighter Cody Gordon donned a wetsuit and a rapid diver SCUBA unit, which only contains a single 
40-cubic-foot air cylinder, and entered the river, despite no backup diver being available.

Gordon made his way to the site and gained access to the vehicle, where he proceeded to remove the first 
victim, an adult female. He then swam back to shore with the woman, where crews waited to assist.

Gordon swam back to the vehicle and located the three children, ages 3, 5 and 7. The children weren’t secured in the vehicle and were 
floating against the inside roof of the submerged vehicle.

Without concern for his own safety and limited air supply, Gordon accessed the vehicle, where he rescued all three of the children.
He returned to the shoreline with the three children, having completed all four rescues within 12 minutes of arrival.
All victims were transported to hospitals in cardiac arrest.
The woman, who was the mother of the children, died. The children survived their injuries after weeks of treatment in intensive care units.

3rd Cody Rogers & Nick Zepin, Taylorville, IL, Fire Dept.
Taylorville firefighters were called to respond to a mutual aid house fire in Pawnee, 
IL, on Dec. 19, 2021, at 7:19 a.m.

Midland, IL, Fire Department firefighters were able to knock down heavy fire 
conditions in the ranch-style home. It was about 20 minutes before the Taylorville 
firefighters arrived and reported heavy smoke was visible from the structure.

Capt. Cody Rogers and Firefighter Nick Zepin were tasked with conducting a 
primary search of the home when cars were found in the garage. Once inside, they 
encountered near-zero visibility along with high heat conditions. The pair searched 
ahead of an interior hoseline.

Rogers located a victim, and he and Zepin dragged the individual to safety outside 
of the structure. Immediate medical care and CPR returned a pulse to the victim at the scene.

Rogers and Zepin grabbed a hoseline as they returned to the interior and began to extinguish fire conditions as they continued their 
search. Zepin located a second victim and pulled that person through the structure to the outside.

Unfortunately, one victim died at the scene, and another later succumbed to the injuries that were sustained during the course of the incident.
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CODY ROGERS NICK ZEPIN

ROBERT N. RIVERA

CODY F. GORDON
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9th Robert Barc, Downers Grove, IL, Fire Department
Firefighter/Paramedic Robert Barc was off duty on Feb. 4, 2021, but was in uniform when he spotted heavy smoke 
conditions and investigated. He arrived before firefighters and encountered heavy smoke conditions and fire 
conditions in the rear. Based on initial size-up, he determined people were inside. Barc grabbed a flashlight 
from a police officer and entered the limited-visibility smoke conditions to conduct a primary search of the first 
floor. He countered hoarding conditions. He pushed on to complete a primary search of the entire first floor.

Despite worsening conditions, Barc ascended to the second floor.He was met with high heat and dense 
smoke. The ceiling was beginning to block further access. Barc decided to exit the structure. As crews arrived, 
he informed them of the growing fire conditions on the second floor and likelihood of occupants still inside. 
Conditions were so intense that the firefighters were unable to access the second floor despite their PPE and 
having water. Unfortunately, two residents on the second floor perished in the fire. 

7th Ryan J. Johnston, FDNY—Queens
When Ladder 138 arrived on Aug. 22, 2021, to find fire conditions on the first floor of a 2½-story home, the crew had 
to act quickly: People were trapped behind window bars on the second and third floors. Lt. Ryan J. Johnston, who 
was on a detail from Engine 289, split the crew to effect rescues from the exterior. He and the inside crew entered 
the structure to find the seat of the fire. Johnston and the other members quickly encountered extensive clutter. 

Johnston and the inside crew located the fire in the rear on the first floor. They notified Engine 289 where the 
hoseline needed to be positioned and then ascended to the second floor. The crew split, searching different rooms. 
When Johnston entered the front bedroom, exterior crews were removing multiple residents via front windows.

The inside team radioed that they located victims. Johnston continued to search, including a bedroom where 
one victim already had been removed. He found a semi-conscious male, who he began to remove. As Johnston 
reached the stairwell, the man become combative. Johnston was able to get his arms around the man amid 
intense. Johnston removed the man through dangerous conditions.

VALOR & COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS

8th Shewain Q. George, FDNY—EMS Battalion 32
A specially trained member of FDNY’s Special Operations Command, Paramedic Shewain Q. George, responded 
to a building collapse on July 30, 2021, as a rescue medic.

George was paired up with Rescue Medic Hugh Smith to access two workers who were pinned by a lean-to 
collapse. Lt. Paul Ardizzone contacted George and Smith, and the two brought the necessary equipment to 
the area where the workers were trapped.

Through precarious and arduous conditions, George provided ALS skills and administered lifesaving 
treatment while firefighters focused their efforts on freeing the workers. 

6th Lawrence DuHadaway, Christiana, DE, Fire Company 
Christiana firefighters were alerted to a Jan. 14, 2021, house fire in Bear, DE, with two chiefs, an engine and a 
ladder responding from the station. Past-Deputy Fire Chief Lawrence DuHadaway arrived before fire crews 
and reported a single-story, two-family home with a working fire and confirmed entrapment. Two children 
who escaped the fire informed DuHadaway that their grandmother, who was watching them, was unable to 
escape from the house. Heavy smoke conditions were coming from the structure with a fire in the rear sunroom.

With fire companies still responding, DuHadaway entered the structure without PPE or SCBA to effect a rescue. 
Once inside of the home, he encountered turbulent black smoke that dropped to about one foot from the floor. 
As he crawled on his stomach into the home, he could feel the intense heat from the growing fire conditions.

The heat pressed on his unprotected neck, and his eyes burned. He pushed forward, where he spotted shoes 
in a hallway. He moved forward and found the woman lying face up on the floor.

DuHadaway grabbed the woman by her clothing and her waist and pulled her back toward the front door. 
He pushed on under worsening conditions and was able to drag her to the door and then out into the front 
yard, all before fire companies arrived.

As fire units arrived, he retrieved the first-aid bag and treated the woman. She was transported to the hospital.

RYAN J. JOHNSTON

LAWRENCE DUHADAWAY

ROBERT BARC

SHEWAIN Q. GEORGE
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SCOTT KURCZEWSKI

10th Scott Kurczewski, Downers Grove, IL, Fire Department
Firefighter/Paramedic Scott Kurczewski was off duty and walking his dog in a park on Jan. 13, 2021, when 
three children fell through the ice in a pond. He quickly jumped into action and coupled his training and 
experience to begin rescue efforts.

Kurczewski immediately entered the pond despite the dangerous conditions and was able to rescue two of 
the children. Once all of the children were removed from the pond, he coordinated efforts to get them blan-
kets to warm up until fire and EMS crews arrived.

11th James Huska, Tazewell/New Tazewell, NM, Fire Department
The Tazewell/New Tazewell Fire Department was called to a technical rescue incident on Jan. 14, 2021.  
When the rescue/engine arrived, a worker was found to be stuck in a 26-foot-deep ditch.

Firefighter James Huska and a fire chief entered the trench to begin rescue efforts.
Huska worked for just under an hour to free the man from the ditch.
The man was flown to a trauma center and later released.

UNIT  
CITATIONS
Communications, Fire & Life Safety, Engine 43, Investigations, Charlotte, NC, Fire Department
On March 16, 2021, Charlotte firefighters were dispatched to an 
apartment fire with a report of people trapped. This story, which 
starts out in 2018, has a successful outcome because of the depart-
ment’s fire and life safety outreach efforts.

On Sept. 18, 2018, Charlotte Fire & Life Safety educators Greg 
Francus (who retired in 2019), Amy Rea and Christie Russell taught 
fire safety to third-grade classes at a Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Schools elementary school. Of the many lessons that they taught 
to students, they covered how to use 9-1-1, why it’s important to 
get low in smoke and fire evacuations from the home. One of the 
students who they taught that day was Tyshala Wilson.

On March 16, 2021, Wilson, now 11, called 9-1-1 to report that 
she and her younger brother, Hampton, were trapped in their 
apartment by a kitchen fire. She remembered the lessons from 
her 2018 fire safety education visit and was able to get into an 
unaffected bedroom. She stayed on the phone with telecom-
municator John Schuler and provided critical details about her 

location and the fire. Schuler stayed on the phone with her for 
the duration of the incident.

Engine 43, which was under the command of Capt. Jared 
Lloyd, arrived and confirmed a working fire. With Schuler having 
communicated the details about entrapment with Engine 43’s 
crew—Engineer William Padgett, Firefighter II Jayson Hoffman 
and Firefighter I Joseph Yowler—rescue operations were set up. 
Lloyd informed companies that they were entering the second 
floor via ground ladders. 

Once in the room, the crew rescued Tyshala and Hunter and 
had them out to safety within two minutes of arrival. Crews began 
rendering aid to the children as subsequent companies arrived and 
attacked the fire.  Fire Investigator Edwin Shaver determined that 
a babysitter left food cooking on the stove when she left the house.

Tyshala let crews know that she learned what to do during her 
third-grade fire safety education, including the need to remain 
calm during a fire, how to call 9-1-1 and to get to a safe location.

Cottage Grove Engine 4, Cottage Grove, WI, Volunteer Fire Department 
Cottage Grove firefighters were dispatched to a motor vehicle 
accident and fire on Interstate 90 in Pleasant Springs, WI, on 
Sept. 18, 2021. While en route, crews were notified that there 
was entrapment.

When Engine 4 arrived, their size-up found a vehicle crashed 
into a bridge support, with heavy damage and fire in the passenger 
compartment and engine area. Bystanders tried to extinguish 
the fire and to rescue the unconscious occupant of the vehicle 
but were unable to accomplish either.

When the rig stopped, the crew split for various assignments, 
including Assistant Chief April Hammond and Firefighter Jaime 
Gogola, who prepared for extrication. Assistant Chief Jess Rob-
inson, Lt. Jason Helgeland and Driver/Operator Jason Kudrna 
teamed up to handle the fire.

Hammond noted that the victim was regaining consciousness. 
When the victim was asked to open the door from the inside, he 
was agitated and confused. At the time, the fire was spreading 
throughout the passenger compartment. 

Hammond was able to access the interior and begin to pull 
the victim through a window with help from Robinson. Gogola 
assisted the chiefs, and the three removes the man from the 
vehicle and carried him to a safe area.

Helgeland deployed a hoseline to attack the fire with Gogola and 
Robinson as Hammond provided medical care to the critically 
injured patient until Deer-Grove EMS took over patient care until 
the man was transported by UW Health Med Flight.

The patient was released from the hospital five weeks later, after 
recovering from his burns and fractures.
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372 S. Eagle Rd. Ste 316 Eagle ID 83616 

(310) 710-2624 • www.hotshield.com

If wildland firefighting is your 

profession, get professional grade 

PPE... get a Hot Shield! Cotton 

bandannas & helmet shrouds are 

insufficient against even a cigarette flame  

but Hot Shield masks can withstand blowtorch flames!

Made of inherently non-flammable, extremely heat & flame resistant 

CarbonX® exceeds all thermal performance requirements of NFPA 

#1971, 1975, 1977 & 2112

Lightweight, comfortable and user friendly 

3M Reflective Trim for nighttime visibility 

Emergency  
pack including things 
like a medical kit, 

navigational guide, 

headlamp, etc. 

$200-300

FR Pants 

$200-500

FR Shirt 

$150-400

Gloves 

$20-60

Boots 

$300-600

Fire shelter 

$450-500

MOST MODELS UNDER $100
FIREFIGHTER DESIGNED & PROVEN SINCE 1994

Helmet 

$60-100

ALL HOT SHIELD MASKS SHARE THESE FEATURES: 

COMPLETE YOUR 
MISSING PPE

2208FIR_HotShieldUSA.indd   1 7/13/22   4:24 PM

COMMUNITY SERVICE

The Cottleville Firefighters Community Outreach (CFCO) program is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit run by members of the Cottleville Professional Firefighters IAFF Local 
2665 and community partners. The group gives back to the citizens who they pro-
tect by providing additional support when it’s needed.

The group provides smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors to residents 
at no charge. Since 2008, they have purchased, built and installed home safety 
devices, including access ramps, restroom support handles and shower handles. 

The CFCO program offers a Firefighter for a Day for children who face extraor-
dinary life challenges, which makes them an honorary firefighter and provides 
other support. 

In a 2019 partnership, the CFCO program partnered with the St. Charles County 
Ambulance District to teach Francis Howell North High School students civic 
responsibility and to make disaster kits for each classroom. Since 2017, they have 
taken part in the national Coats for Kids program, which provides hundreds of winter coats to students. Also in the schools, they help to 
support the Teacher Wish List program, which awards teachers with their entire supply wish lists.

The CFCO program also provides scholarships to two students each semester who attend St. Charles County Community College for 
studies that relate to firefighting, law enforcement, EMS and nursing.

Cottleville Firefighters Community Outreach
Cottleville, MO, Fire Protection District
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Audio/CAD dispatch to mobile devices without dispatch 
involvement - Availability, Visual Response, Mapping, Routing, 
Display Boards & Hydrants/POIs.

edispatches.com

We thank our  
corporate sponsors, 
whose support and  

generosity help us to  
honor America’s Bravest.   

Waterway is the No. 1 fire hose testing company in the United 
States, with over 100 million feet of hose tested to date.
 

waterwayinc.com

New York State Association 
of Fire Chiefs is a not-for-
profit, service-oriented 
organization that assists the 
leaders and future leaders 
of New York’s fire and 
emergency services.

nysfirechiefs.com

Liberty Art Works 
has over 30 years of 
experience  creating 
high-quality bronze 
sculptures to honor 
the  “Bravest  and 
Finest.”  All items are 
proudly made in the 
U.S.A. 

LibertyArtWorks.com

blackinton.com

Blackinton® combines old-world craftsmanship with cutting-edge 
manufacturing technologies to produce the industry’s finest quality 
badges and uniform insignia. Our proud American-made brand is 
inspired by over 170 years of insight gained serving the nation’s 
leading public safety departments. 

Our firefighter family at ROLLNRACK LLC is dedicated to sup-
porting firefighters who serve their neighbors every day across 
America. Our equipment prevents injuries and saves time. We 
salute all firefighters, the humble heroes who get the job done.

rollnrack.com

The Ready Rack™ name has long been 
synonymous with the manufacturing 

and distribution of industry-leading 
PPE storage solutions. Today 
our product line also includes 
extractors, dryers, science-based 

detergent, multisurface cleaner, skin 
cleanser and wipes. We are the U.S. 

distributor for Pacific Helmets, offering 
NFPA-compliant structural, wildland and technical rescue helmets. 

readyrack.com
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Owned and 
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SEPTEMBER 26 –  30,  2022
GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER, COLUMBUS, OHIO

F I R E H O U S E E XPO.C O M      |      # F H E x p o 2 2      |      

LEARN IT.
LEAD IT.
LOVE IT.

¨

[ EARLY BIRD RATES EXPIRE ON SEPTEMBER 24, 2022 ]

REGISTER NOW

HANDS-ON TRAINING CLASSES. PRE-CONFERENCE 
WORKSHOPS. 60+ SESSIONS. 150+ EXHIBITORS.

2208FIR_FirehouseExpo-HouseAd.indd   1 7/26/22   3:34 PM

REQUEST INFORMATION AT FIREHOUSE.COM/10832870


