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The Fire Prevention Bureau began researching radio monitoring after several other fire
departments associated with Northwest Central Dispatch NWCD started using radlios
to monitor their fire alarm systems Recent updates in radio technology the increased
cost of phone lines and the frequient failure of phone systems has sparked interest in
the feasibility of radio monitoring of fire alarm systems Mount Prospect has
approximately 350 fire alarms being monitored The Village Code states that alil reqiuired
commercial fire alarm systems must be monitored Currently monitoirinig consists of
tither a central station or direct connection Radio monitoring however is not permitted
in the Viflage of Mount Prospectscurrent Fire Prevention Code
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phone lines or a digital diailer A digital dialer is a device usedi to transmit a fire alar
signal from the alarm panel to the central monitoringstation over a fiber optic cable
the other hand it cani take a great deall of time for the fire alarm signals to reach NWC
with a central monitoring system The time it takes for a fire alarm signall to reach
central station which can be located anywhere in the United States can extend up
five and even ten minutes This delay in transmission time can tranislate into
significant delay in dispatching the Fire Department
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lines that transmit a fire alarm snal at a specific location to a fire departmientsdispatch
center Radio systems consist of individual radios liocated in buildings that contain fire
21armis which send a signal back to a monitoring station While there are multiple forms
0 radio systems the most common is a netwoirk which is uiltimately tied to a
municipalitysdispatch center
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I y I iThe first step in implementing this t pe of project would be an ordinance change to t
Villagescurreint Fire Prevention Code to allow radio monitoring The ordiinlance chang
wouild require all new fire alarms be moniitored via radio by NWCDi The ordinian

change wouldalso indicate that radio monitoring would only be allowed through NWC
anVI their corresponding monitoring contractor Existing systems would be changed
radio monitoring uipon the request of an alarm owner when the existing fire aar
eqiulilpmient is updated or where a disconnection of the telephone lines has occurred
period of time greater than thirty days







ORDINANCE NO

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 24

ENTITLED FIRE PREVENTION CODE

OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF MOUNT PROSPECT ILLINOIS

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE

VILLAGE OF MOUNT PROSPECT COOK COUNTY ILLINOIS

SECTION 1 Subparagraph A4 of Section 24204 entitled Fire Alarm

Systems of Chapter 24 entitled Fire Prevention Code of the Mount Prospect Village

Code shall be amended by deleting subparagraph A4 in its entirety and adding the

following new language to be and read as follows

4 A New Systems All new fire alarm systems shall transmit trouble
and fire signals directly to the Mount Prospect Fire Departmentsremote
receiving station via a wireless transmitter in accordance with NFPA 72
All such equipment must be inspected and approved by the Mount
Prospect Fire Department effective March 1 2012

B Existing Systems All existing fire alarm systems must transmit
trouble and fire signals only to an approved central station or to the Mount
Prospect Fire Departmentsremote receiving station Existing fire alarm
systems shall convert to wireless transmission upon a the property
owners request or b when the existing fire alarm equipment is modified
or replaced or c where a disconnectiondisruption of the telephone lines
serving the system has occurred for a time period of greater than thirty
days Upon changing to wireless transmission trouble and fire signals
may be transmitted to the Mount Prospect Fire Department remote
receiving station only

C Combination Alarms and Automatic Dialers Combination burglar
and fire alarm systems and stand alone automatic dialers including
digital shall be prohibited in all new or existing use group classifications
except single family attached and detached homes townhomes and
manufactured homes

D Smoke Alarms Single or multiple station smoke alarms shall be
exempts from those regulations
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SECTION 2 This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its

passage approval and publication in pamphlet form in the manner provided by law

except that 4A New Systems shall become effective on March 1 2012

AYES

NAYS

ABSENT

PASSED and APPROVED this day of 2011

Irvana K Wilks

Mayor

ATTEST

M Lisa Angell
Village Clerk
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