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THE ESSENTIAL PARTNER FOR CONTRACTOR EXCELLENCE 

 

April 3, 2020 

 

The President 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, Dc 20500 

 

Dear Mr. President, 

 

Thank you for your leadership as small businesses, particularly heating, ventilation, air conditioning, and 

refrigeration (HVACR) contractors manage issues related to the Coronavirus.  

 

As you know, HVACR contractors are essential small businesses and serve in nearly every aspect of our 

economy. ACCA members are a backbone of the American economy and way of life, responsible for designing, 

installing, and maintaining HVACR systems that protect our food supply, ensure modern medicine is possible, 

enable data centers to operate, and provide essential comfort and air quality needs to every home, healthcare 

facility, and office building in the country.  

 

HVACR businesses are feeling the burden of the Coronavirus pandemic across the nation. Our members are 

relying on the Small Business Administration (SBA) 7(a) relief funds to operate their businesses during these 

uncertain times. ACCA thanks you for the expansion of these loans to the $349 billion in the CARES Act. 

ACCA also requests your support for maintaining these important loan programs for small privately held and 

family owned businesses that need them the most.  

 

As an association of small businesses, ACCA is opposed to expanding the SBA loan programs to private equity 

companies and venture capital firms, which are reportedly lobbying to have access to these vital resources. In 

fact, Speaker Pelosi has sent letters to Secretary Mnuchin and Administrator Carranza requesting the SBA 

programs be expanded to include additional industries.  

 

Private equity firms have substantial capital and other significant resources available to them that many 

HVACR contractors do not. America’s HVACR contractors want to ensure that the SBA loan programs are 

reserved for small businesses who are in desperate need of immediate assistance, not large firms and wealthy 

investors who already have plenty significant resources at their disposal.  

 

ACCA also fears that adding more industries to the loan program could contribute to challenges in releasing 

those funds to small businesses. There has already been warning of a chaotic launch of the SBA 7(a) relief loan 

program. According to the Congressional Research Service (CRS), in FY2019 SBA approved a mere 51,907 

7(a) loans for a total of $23.2 billion. This is a small fraction of the $377 billion that has been approved and is 

now needed by small businesses over the span of weeks, opposed to a whole year. As you know, time is of the  
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essence and if chaos occurs for providing these relief funds, many small businesses will be forced to close their 

doors. We ask for your help in streamlining this process in any way possible. 

 

Thank you again for your leadership and swift actions to support small businesses. ACCA looks forward to 

maintaining our great relationship with the Trump Administration and coming out of this national struggle 

stronger than ever.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Barton James 

President and CEO 

Air Conditioning Contractors of America 
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